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11021_R01a_Ecology Briefing Note  
 
1.0 Introduction and Development Site Background 

 
1.1. This briefing note has been prepared by Tyler Grange LLP on behalf of Mr and Mrs Jakes. Mr 

and Mrs Jakes run a Forest School in part of Sladebank Woods which is located in Stroud, 
Gloucestershire (NGR: SO86569 05381, Figure 1). The section of woodland within the survey 
area has residential properties on the north, south and west sides and additional woodland to 
the east.  
 

 
Figure 1: Site location courtesy of Google maps.  
 

1.2. To improve the facilities at the Forest School, a planning application will be submitted to Stroud 
District Council to construct the following: 
 
• To construct an open sided and open roofed wooden structure to facilitate activities/events 

in the wood; and 
• To install a small lockable storage box for hand tools and construct a small wooden 

covered structure to accommodate a compost toilet. 
 

1.3. Advice from Stroud District Council states that this work is considered development therefore 
an ecological assessment is required as part of the planning submission. The purpose of this 
report is to address this requirement.  
 

2.0 Methodology 
 
2.1. A search was made of publicly available records including The Multi-Agency Geographic 

Information for the Countryside website1 and Stroud District Council’s website was reviewed 
for relevant planning policy (Appendix 1). The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership 2 

                                                           
1 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx  
2 http://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/  

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/
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website was also reviewed for information on priority species in the local area. Information on 
the non-statutory citation on the site was provided by the client.  
 

2.2. An ecological walkover was undertaken on 25th July 2017 by Hazel Marsh of Tyler Grange 
LLP, an experienced field ecologist and full member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management (CIEEM). The technique was based upon the Phase I survey 
methodology (JNCC, 2010). This extended Phase I technique provides an inventory of the 
habitat types present and dominant species.  The “site” comprises a small area within 
Management Compartment 3 (refer to Appendix 2); however, the “survey area” included 
Management Compartments 2 and 3. 
 

2.3. Note was taken of the more conspicuous fauna, and any evidence of, or potential for the 
presence of protected/notable flora and fauna. The weather conditions for the survey were dry, 
sunny and approximately 25˚C.  
 

2.4. This assessment and the terminology used are consistent with the 'Guidelines for Ecological 
Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland' (CIEEM, 2016). All ecologists at Tyler Grange LLP 
are members of CIEEM and abide by the Institute's Code of Professional Conduct. 
 

2.5. The survey was undertaken in July which is not the optimal time of year for the identification of 
woodland flora; however, it is considered that enough information was obtained to undertake a 
robust assessment.  
 

3.0 Results 
 

Desk Study 
 

3.1. The survey area is designated as a Key Wildlife Site (KWS) for semi-natural broadleaved 
woodland which meets the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust KWS Selection criteria (Appendix 3). 
It is therefore considered to be of county ecological importance.  
 
Habitats and Flora 

 
3.2. The survey area comprises secondary semi-natural broadleaved woodland (Photograph 1) with 

a predominantly scrub understorey which is a priority habitat in Gloucestershire, although it is 
still developing and does not currently provide a robust structure. There are several pathways 
throughout the woodland used by the Forest School providing access to the whole area, and 
some small areas of bare ground. 
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Photograph 1: Woodland in the survey area. 
 

3.3. Tree species identified include, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, 
field maple Acer campestre, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, hazel Corylus avellana, ash 
Fraxinus excelsior, willow Salix sp., wild cherry Prunus avium, oak Quercus robur and crab 
apple Malus sylvestris. The understorey and ground flora mostly comprised tree saplings of 
species identified above, bramble Rubus fructicosus agg, elder Sambucus nigra, holly Ilex 
aquifolium, nettle Urtica dioica, cleavers Galium aparine, hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium, 
ground elder Aegopodium podagraria, lords-and-ladies Arum maculatum, herb-Robert 
Geranium robertianum, and ivy Hedera helix. Although none were recorded at the time of 
survey, the site is also known to support bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta (Appendix 2) which 
is protected under Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
 

3.4. The survey area also contains a small area of species rich neutral grassland on the southern 
boundary as identified in the KWS citation. As July is not the optimum time for botanical surveys, 
many species were not visible; however, several identified on the citation were present including 
false-brome Brachypodium sylvaticum and hedge bedstraw Galium mollungo. 
 

3.5. A full botanical survey was undertaken of the survey in May 2014 and a full species list is 
provided on the KWS citation (Appendix 3). None of the species recorded are listed on the 
Species of Principle Importance (SoPI) on Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006 or the list of Priority Species found in Gloucestershire.  
 

3.6. The site itself comprises an area of bare ground on the northern slope of the woodland 
(Photograph 2) with an overhanging crab apple tree. This area was cleared of bramble scrub 
in 2014 and has been maintained as bare ground for use by the Forest School since. The area 
proposed for the compose toilet currently comprises mostly bare ground with very limited 
ground flora.  
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Photograph 2: The site proposed for the wooden structure. 
 

3.7. As the survey area is within the KWS, the habitats and flora are considered to be of county 
ecological importance; however, given the limited nature of the site and the fact that it does 
not support habitats for which the KWS is designated, this is considered to be of site ecological 
importance.  
 
Fauna  

 
3.8. Snuffle holes and mammal runs identified within the survey area indicate that badgers Meles 

meles are present in the area. No setts were recorded in the survey area; however, badgers 
are known to be present in the wider woodland. Badgers are afforded protection due to historical 
issues of persecution rather than because of their conservation status therefore any population 
present within the vicinity of the site is of negligible ecological importance. 
 

3.9. The woodland itself provides optimal commuting and foraging habitat for bats; however, the 
majority of trees present are not mature enough to offer anything more than negligible bat 
roosting potential with only a small number of mature trees containing features suitable for 
roosting. The site and survey area is limited is size although taken in the context of the 
surrounding habitats in the wider area is likely to contribute to maintaining the local bat 
assemblage. 
 

3.10. The habitat has limited potential to support dormice Muscardinus avellanarius, a priority species 
found in Gloucestershire, as the understorey lacks the appropriate structure as it is still 
developing therefore is it considered highly unlikely that this species would be present in the 
survey area.  
 

3.11. The trees and scrub within the survey area offer potential to support nesting birds although 
given the limited nature of the survey area, and the presence of other similar foraging habitats 
and breeding opportunities within the wider area, it is not expected to support a breeding bird 
assemblage of more than site ecological importance. 
 

3.12. The habitats on site and in the survey area are not considered appropriate to support any other 
protected or notable species.  
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4.0 Potential Effects, Mitigation and Enhancement Measures  
 

Site Proposals 
 

4.1. The site will be accessed from Summer Crescent, through the play area using an existing 
access track used for maintenance on the northern side of the woodland (Photograph 3). All 
access into the woodland will be pedestrian only using existing footpaths through the woodland 
and no vehicles will be required. 
 

 
Photograph 3: Existing access track. 
 

4.2. The proposed works will involve the erection of a permanent open sided, open roofed wooden 
structure 7m in diameter which will be covered with tarpaulin to provide shelter during forest 
school events during bad weather and the construction of a small wooden shed (2 x 1.5m) to 
contain a compost toilet. Construction will be by hand and no machinery or lighting will be 
required.  
 
Designated Sites and Habitats 
 

4.3. The site is within a KWS; however, both areas proposed for work comprise predominantly bare 
ground. A very limited area of ground flora and scrub (c. 2 x 1.5m) will require removal for the 
compost toilet building and is possible that the crab apple overhanging the site of the wooden 
structure will require pruning but other than that no vegetation or tree removal is required.  
 

4.4. The areas impacted by proposals do not support the habitats for which the KWS is designated 
and given the limited nature of proposals and the temporary nature of the works, no more than 
negligible impacts are anticipated during construction.  
 

4.5. The woodland is already used as a Forest School and the construction of this structure will 
enable more events to be run and therefore there is potential for there to be an operational 
impact of increased footfall within the woodlands which could lead to adverse impacts on 
ground flora and increased erosion.  
 

4.6. There are however, existing pathways within the woodland comprising bare ground which 
pedestrian access is focused on and no additional access routes will be created as part of this 
work therefore impacts on existing ground flora within the woodland are not anticipated. To 
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minimise the potential future impact, visitors should be encouraged to stick to existing pathways 
through positioning material (e.g. dead wood, brash piles from selective clearance) in areas to 
discourage people from straying from the path. 
 

4.7. Furthermore, ongoing management including the re-establishment of coppice and selective 
clearance to encourage ground flora to establish will continue, with the aim of creating a more 
robust understorey in the woodland.  
 
Fauna 
 

4.8. No badger setts were recorded within 30m of the proposed works; however, as badgers are 
known to be present in the area, to prevent any injury to the animals, any excavations being left 
overnight will be completely covered over with boarding to prevent badgers falling in or have 
an inclined plank in them overnight, to offer a means of escape. 
 

4.9. No trees will be removed as part of the proposals and no lighting will be used during or post 
construction therefore, no direct or indirect effects on roosting bats are anticipated. 
Furthermore, as there is no tree removal proposed the foraging and commuting importance of 
the site and survey area for the local assemblage will be retained, therefore no specific 
mitigation is recommended. An enhancement for bats that could be considered would be the 
installation of bat boxes (for example 2F Schwegler bat box) on some of the larger trees present, 
on the woodland edge.  
 

4.10. To avoid triggering the legislation protecting nesting birds, the small - scale vegetation removal 
required should be timed outside the nesting bird season (March to August, inclusive) or be 
preceded by a check for active nests by an ecologist.  If a nest is found it an appropriate buffer 
will need to be left undisturbed until the chicks have fledged, as confirmed by an ecologist. 
Additional provision for nesting birds could be provided by installing traditional wooden bird 
nesting boxes on the shed constructed for the compost toilet, or on the larger trees within the 
woodland.  
 

5.0 Conclusions 
 
5.1. In conclusion, the small-scale nature of the proposals means that significant adverse impacts 

on the KWS, associated protected or notable habitats and fauna using the woodland are not 
anticipated therefore no specific mitigation is required. Recommendations for some 
enhancements have however been provided.  
 

6.0 References  
 
CIEEM (2016). Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial, 
Freshwater and Coastal, 2nd edition. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management, Winchester. 
 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee, (2010). Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey – a 
Technique for Environmental Audit. Reprinted by JNCC, Peterborough. 
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Appendix 1:  Legislation and Planning 
Policy Context 

Legislative Context 
 

A1.1. Specific habitats and species receive legal protection in the UK under various pieces of legislation, 
including: 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended); 
• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended); 
• The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; 
• The Hedgerows Regulations 1997; 
• The Protection of Badgers Act 1992;  
• The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006; and 
• The Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996. 

 
A1.2. The European Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and 

Fauna, 1992, often referred to as the 'Habitats Directive', provides for the protection of key habitats 
and species considered of European importance.  Annexes II and IV of the Directive list all species 
considered of community interest.  The legal framework to protect the species covered by the 
Habitats Directive has been enacted under UK law through The Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). 

A1.3. In Britain, the WCA 1981 (as amended) is the primary legislation protecting habitats and species. 
SSSIs, representing the best examples of our natural heritage, are notified under the WCA 1981 (as 
amended) by reason of their flora, fauna, geology or other features.  All breeding birds, their nests, 
eggs and young are protected under the Act, which makes it illegal to knowingly destroy or disturb 
the nest site during nesting season.  Schedules 1, 5 and 8 afford protection to individual birds, other 
animals and plants. 

A1.4. The CRoW Act 2000 strengthens the species enforcement provisions of the WCA 1981 (as 
amended) and makes it an offence to 'recklessly' disturb a protected animal whilst it is using a place 
of rest or shelter or breeding/nest site. 

Species and Habitats of Principal Importance and the UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan 

A1.5. The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework succeeded the UK BAP partnership in 2011 and covers 
the period 2011 to 2020. However, the lists of Priority Species and Habitats agreed under the UKBAP 
still form the basis of much biodiversity work in the UK. The current strategy for England is 
'Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England's wildlife and ecosystem services' published under the UK 
Post-2010 UK Biodiversity Framework. Although the UK BAP has been succeeded, Species Action 
Plans (SAPs) developed for the UK BAP remain valuable resources for background information on 
priority species under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework.  

A1.6. Priority Species and Habitats identified under the UKBAP are also referred to as Species and 
Habitats of Principal Importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England and Wales within 
Sections 41 (England) and 42 (Wales) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) 
Act 2006. The commitment to preserving, restoring or enhancing biodiversity is further emphasised 
for England and Wales in Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006. 
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National Planning Policy 
 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), March 2012 

A1.7. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 27th March 2012 and sets out 
the Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.  It 
replaces all the Planning Policy Statements and Guidance (PPSs and PPGs) (of relevance PPS9: 
Biodiversity and Geological Conservation). 

A1.8. Paragraph 14 states that: 

"At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a presumption in favour of 
sustainable development, which should be seen as a golden thread running through both 
plan-making and decision-taking." 

A1.9. Under the 12 'Core Planning Principles' within the NPPF, those of relevance to nature conservation 
state that planning should: 

"contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution. 
Allocations of land for development should prefer land of lesser environmental value, where 
consistent with other policies in this Framework;  
encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been previously developed 
(brownfield land), provided that it is not of high environmental value; and 
promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in 
urban and rural areas, recognising that some open land can perform many functions (such as 
for wildlife, recreation, flood risk mitigation, carbon storage, or food production)" 

A1.10. Section 11 of the NPPF (paragraphs 109 to 125) considers the conservation and enhancement of 
the natural environment.  

A1.11. Paragraph 109 states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and 
local environment through inter alia recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; minimising 
impacts on biodiversity; and providing net gains in biodiversity (including provision of coherent 
ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures). 

A1.12. Paragraph 113 states that Local Plans should set criteria based policies against which proposals for 
development on or affecting wildlife sites should be judged and that distinctions should be made 
between the hierarchy of international, national and local sites and the weight of their importance. 

A1.13. Paragraph 114 states that Local Authorities should plan positively for creation, protection, 
enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure. 

A1.14. To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity, Paragraph 117 states that planning policies 
should: 
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"plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale across local authority boundaries; 
identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of 
international, national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity, wildlife 
corridors and stepping stones that connect them and areas identified by local partnerships for 
habitat restoration or creation;  
promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks 
and the protection and recovery of priority species populations, linked to national and local 
targets, and identify suitable indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan; 
aim to prevent harm to geological conservation interests; and 
where Nature Improvement Areas are identified in Local Plans, consider specifying the types 
of development that may be appropriate in these Areas" 

A1.15. When determining planning applications, Paragraph 118 states that local planning authorities should 
aim to conserve and enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles: 

"if significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an 
alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, 
compensated for, then planning permission should be refused; 
proposed development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest likely to 
have an adverse effect on a Site of Special Scientific Interest (either individually or in 
combination with other developments) should not normally be permitted. Where an adverse 
effect on the site's notified special interest features is likely, an exception should only be 
made where the benefits of the development, at this site, clearly outweigh both the impacts 
that it is likely to have on the features of the site that make it of special scientific interest and 
any broader impacts on the national network of Sites of Special Scientific Interest; 
development proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity 
should be permitted; 
opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around developments should be encouraged;  
planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of 
irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found 
outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that 
location clearly outweigh the loss; and 
the following wildlife sites should be given the same protection as European sites: 
potential Special Protection Areas and possible Special Areas of Conservation; 
listed or proposed Ramsar sites; and 
sites identified, or required, as compensatory measures for adverse effects on European 
sites, potential Special Protection Areas, possible Special Areas of Conservation, and listed or 
proposed Ramsar sites." 

A1.16. Paragraph 119 states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development in Paragraph 14 
does not apply in relation development requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds or Habitats 
Directives. 

A1.17. Paragraph 125 states that planning policies and decisions should limit the impact of light pollution 
from artificial light on nature conservation by encouraging good design. 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) Circular 06/2005: Biodiversity 
and Geological Conservation - Statutory Obligations and their Impact within 
the Planning System 

A1.18. ODPM Circular 06/05 was prepared to accompany PPS9, however continues to be valid, and 
material in the consideration of planning applications since PPS9's replacement by the NPPF. 

A1.19. ODPM Circular 06/05 provides guidance on applying legislation in relation to nature conservation 
and planning in England.  Part I considers the legal protection and conservation of internationally 
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designated sites (namely candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs), SACs, potential Special 
Protection Areas (pSPAs), SPAs and Ramsar sites) and Part II considers the legal protection and 
conservation of nationally designated sites, namely Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). 

A1.20. Part III considers the protection of habitats and species outside of designated areas (particularly UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan species and habitats, which it states are capable of being a material 
consideration in the preparation of local development documents and the making of planning 
decisions. 

A1.21. Part IV considers species protected by law and states that the presence of a protected species is a 
material consideration in the consideration of a development proposal that, if carried out, would be 
likely to result in harm to the species or its habitat and that it is essential that the presence or 
otherwise of protected species, and the extent that they may be affected by the proposed 
development, is established before the planning permission is granted. 

Local Planning Policy 
 
Stroud District Local Plan, November 2015, Stroud District Council 
 
Delivery Policy ES6: Providing for Biodiversity and Geodiversity  

A1.22. European Sites Development will safeguard and protect all sites of European and Global importance, 
designated as Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar sites. 
Development must not result in significant adverse effects on these internationally important nature 
conservation sites, either alone or in combination with other projects and plans. The Council will 
expect development proposals to demonstrate and contribute to appropriate mitigation and 
management measures to maintain the ecological integrity of the relevant European site(s).  

A1.23. With specific regard to recreational impacts, the Council will use core catchment zones that identify 
potential impact areas which extend beyond the relevant European site itself. Development 
proposals within such areas will take account of any relevant published findings and 
recommendations. There will be further assessment work on the Severn Estuary SPA and SAC that 
shall include recreational pressure.  

National Sites  
A1.24. Nationally important sites, including Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and National Nature 

Reserves (NNR), will be safeguarded from development, unless the benefits of the development can 
be demonstrated to outweigh the identified national importance of the nature conservation interest 
or scientific interest of the site.  

Local Sites  
A1.25. Local sites, including Local Nature Reserves (LNR), Key Wildlife Sites (KWS) and Regionally 

Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) will be safeguarded from development, 
unless the benefits of the development outweigh the nature conservation or scientific interest of the 
site. Where development is considered necessary, adequate mitigation measures or, exceptionally, 
compensatory measures, will be required, with the aim of providing an overall improvement in local 
biodiversity and/or geodiversity. Opportunities will be sought to access and enhance the value of 
such sites for educational purposes, particularly in relation to promoting public awareness as well as 
appreciation of their historic and aesthetic value.  

New Development and the Natural Environment  
A1.26. All new development will be required to conserve and enhance the natural environment, including all 

sites of biodiversity or geodiversity value (whether or not they have statutory protection) and all legally 
protected or priority habitats and species. The Council will support development that enhances 
existing sites and features of nature conservation value (including wildlife corridors and geological 
exposures) that contribute to the priorities established through the Local Nature Partnership. 
Consideration of the ecological networks in the District that may be affected by development should 
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take account of the Gloucestershire Nature Map, river systems and any locally agreed Nature 
Improvement Areas, which represent priority places for the conservation and enhancement of the 
natural environment. In this respect, all developments should also enable and not reduce species’ 
ability to move through the environment in response to predicted climate change, and to prevent 
isolation of significant populations of species. The District will have a number of undesignated sites, 
which may nevertheless have rare species or valuable habitats. Where a site is indicated to have 
such an interest, the applicant should observe the precautionary principle and the Council will seek 
to ensure that the intrinsic value of the site for biodiversity and any community interest is enhanced 
or, at least, maintained. Where an impact cannot be avoided or mitigated (including post-
development management and monitoring), compensatory measures will be sought. The Council 
Our environment and surroundings Stroud District Local Plan 162 may, in exceptional circumstances, 
allow for biodiversity offsets, to prevent loss of biodiversity at the District level.  

Protected Species  
A1.27. Development proposals that would adversely affect European Protected Species (EPS) or Nationally 

Protected Species will not be supported, unless appropriate safeguarding measures can be provided 
(which may include brownfield or previously developed land (PDL) that can support priority habitats 
and/or be of value to protected species). 

Delivery Policy ES8  

Trees, hedgerows and woodlands  

A1.28. Development should seek where appropriate to enhance and expand the District’s tree and woodland 
resource.  

A1.29. Development that would result in the unacceptable loss of, or damage to, or threaten the continued 
well-being of protected trees, hedgerows, community orchards, veteran trees or woodland (including 
those that are not protected but are considered to be worthy of protection) will not be permitted.  

A1.30. Where the loss of trees is considered acceptable, adequate replacement provision will be required 
that utilise species that are in sympathy with the character of the existing tree species in the locality 
and the site.
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Appendix 2:  Management Plan Map 
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Appendix 3:  Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
– Key Wildlife Site Notification, Slade 
Wood, Stroud 

 



Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust – Key Wildlife Site Notification
___________________________________________________________________________________

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
 
Selection of Key Wildlife Site                                   Schedule 1
______________________________________________________________________________

Site Name: SLADE WOOD, STROUD Site number: SO80/139

District: Stroud                  Parish: Stroud CP

 
Area: 2.1ha                                Grid Ref: SO865052

Site Description:

This 2 ha secondary woodland is part of a residential area on the East side of Stroud. The wood
mainly  comprises ash  (Fraxinus excelsior),  sycamore (Acer  pseudoplatanus)  and maple  (Acer
campestre) with the occasional pedunculate oak (Quercus robour). The shrub layer has a dense
cover  of  hazel  (Coryllus  avellana),  hawthorn  (Craetegus  monogyna)  with  scattered  elder
(Sambucus nigra) and saplings of ash, oak and wild cherry. 
The ground vegetation has some ancient  semi-natural  woodland species,  like lesser celandine
(Ficaria  verna),  entshanter’s  nightshade  (Circaea  lutetiana),  male-fern  (Dryopteris  felix-mas),
spurge laurel (Daphne laureola), wood spurge (Euphorbia amigdaloides), lords and ladies (Arum
maculatum) and yellow archangel (Lamiastrum galeoblodon).

The site also has a small species rich grassland area probably as a result of some clearance in the
past. 

Surveyor’s comment:

The site has a detailed management plan from 2006, which aims to support the management of
this urban fringe woodland. This management secures minimising deer and squirrel damage, as
well as contribute to the establishment of hazel under-storey and frequent coppicing. 

Adjacent woodland might be worth surveying too, but it is in a different ownership. 

Reason for re-listing site as a Key Wildlife Site (See Page Three for details):

The site qualifies as a Key Wildlife Site under the Gloucestershire KWS Selection Criteria (2010)
habitat section H1 subsection H1.1 - All semi-natural broad-leaved woodland sites larger than 2ha
which support 15 or more species from Table H1

Date: 29/09/2015   Glos Wildlife Partnership Site Selection Panel: 

______________________________________________________________________________



Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust – Key Wildlife Site Notification
___________________________________________________________________________________

Key Wildlife Site boundary:

Key Wildlife Sites assessment

The site qualifies as a Key Wildlife Site under the Gloucestershire KWS Selection Criteria (2010) 
habitat section H1 Woodland and scrub subsection H1.1 - All semi-natural broad-leaved woodland 
sites larger than 2ha which support 15 or more species from Table H1

• Lowland Mixed deciduous woodland

• 32 qualifying species from table H1

No. Recommended Taxon 
Name

Recommended 
Common Name Taxon group

1 Taxus baccata Yew conifer

2 Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern fern

3 Acer campestre Field Maple flowering plant

4 Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard flowering plant

5 Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies flowering plant

6 Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome flowering plant

7
Circaea lutetiana

Enchanter's-
nightshade flowering plant

8 Corylus avellana Hazel flowering plant
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9 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn flowering plant

10 Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel flowering plant

11 Dipsacus pilosus Small Teasel flowering plant

12 Euphorbia amygdaloides Wood Spurge flowering plant

13 Fraxinus excelsior Ash flowering plant

14 Galium odoratum Woodruff flowering plant

15 Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell flowering plant

16 Ilex aquifolium Holly flowering plant

17 Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel flowering plant

18 Primula veris Cowslip flowering plant

19 Primula vulgaris Primrose flowering plant

20 Prunus avium Wild Cherry flowering plant

21 Prunus spinosa Blackthorn flowering plant

22 Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak flowering plant

23 Ribes nigrum Black Currant flowering plant

24 Ribes rubrum Red Currant flowering plant

25 Rosa canina Dog rose flowering plant

26 Sambucus nigra Elder flowering plant

27 Sanicula europaea Sanicle flowering plant

28 Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort flowering plant

29 Ulmus glabra Wych Elm flowering plant

30 Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree flowering plant

31 Vicia sepium Bush Vetch flowering plant

32 Viola sp. Violet flowering plant

Full species List:

The following species were recorded during a full botanical survey of the site, carried out
by Susanna Bird & Ellen Winter on 7th May 2014

Recommended Taxon 
Name

Recommended Common 
Name Taxon group

Pinus nigra subsp. laricio Corsican Pine conifer

Taxus baccata Yew conifer

Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern fern

Acer campestre Field Maple flowering plant

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore flowering plant

Aegopodium podagraria Ground-elder flowering plant

Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony flowering plant

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard flowering plant

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley flowering plant

Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies flowering plant

Bellis perennis Daisy flowering plant

Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome flowering plant

Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed flowering plant

Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade flowering plant
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Clematis vitalba Traveller's-joy flowering plant

Corylus avellana Hazel flowering plant

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn flowering plant

Cyclamen Cyclamen flowering plant

Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel flowering plant

Dioscorea communis Black Bryony flowering plant

Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel flowering plant

Dipsacus pilosus Small Teasel flowering plant

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb flowering plant

Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp-agrimony flowering plant

Euphorbia amygdaloides Wood Spurge flowering plant

Fagus sylvatica Beech flowering plant

Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue flowering plant

Fraxinus excelsior Ash flowering plant

Galium aparine Cleavers flowering plant

Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw flowering plant

Galium odoratum Woodruff flowering plant

Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert flowering plant

Geum urbanum Wood Avens flowering plant

Hedera helix Ivy flowering plant

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell flowering plant

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort flowering plant

Ilex aquifolium Holly flowering plant

Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel flowering plant

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling flowering plant

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil flowering plant

Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush flowering plant

Malva sylvestris Common Mallow flowering plant

Medicago lupulina Black Medick flowering plant

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain flowering plant

Primula veris Cowslip flowering plant

Primula vulgaris Primrose flowering plant

Prunus avium Wild Cherry flowering plant

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn flowering plant

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak flowering plant

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup flowering plant

Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine flowering plant

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup flowering plant

Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle flowering plant

Ribes nigrum Black Currant flowering plant

Ribes rubrum Red Currant flowering plant

Rosa canina Dog rose flowering plant

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble flowering plant

Rumex sp. Dock flowering plant

Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock flowering plant

Sambucus nigra Elder flowering plant

Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet flowering plant

Sanicula europaea Sanicle flowering plant
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Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort flowering plant

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort flowering plant

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort flowering plant

Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort flowering plant

Taraxacum sp. Dandelion Agg. flowering plant

Trifolium pratense Red Clover flowering plant

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm flowering plant

Urtica dioica Common Nettle flowering plant

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell flowering plant

Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaved Speedwell flowering plant

Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree flowering plant

Vicia sepium Bush Vetch flowering plant

Viola sp. Violet flowering plant

Calocybe gambosa St. George's Mushroom fungus

Hypoxylon fuscum Hazel Woodwart fungus

Stereum hirsutum Hairy Curtain Crust fungus

Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood insect - butterfly

Bombus (Bombus) 
terrestris Buff-Tailed Bumble Bee

insect - 
hymenopteran

Meles meles Eurasian Badger terrestrial mammal

Sciurus carolinensis Eastern Grey Squirrel terrestrial mammal
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	Legislative Context
	A1.1. Specific habitats and species receive legal protection in the UK under various pieces of legislation, including:
	 The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended);
	 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended);
	 The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000;
	 The Hedgerows Regulations 1997;
	 The Protection of Badgers Act 1992;
	 The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006; and
	 The Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996.
	A1.2. The European Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna, 1992, often referred to as the 'Habitats Directive', provides for the protection of key habitats and species considered of European importance.  ...
	A1.3. In Britain, the WCA 1981 (as amended) is the primary legislation protecting habitats and species. SSSIs, representing the best examples of our natural heritage, are notified under the WCA 1981 (as amended) by reason of their flora, fauna, geolog...
	A1.4. The CRoW Act 2000 strengthens the species enforcement provisions of the WCA 1981 (as amended) and makes it an offence to 'recklessly' disturb a protected animal whilst it is using a place of rest or shelter or breeding/nest site.
	A1.5. The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework succeeded the UK BAP partnership in 2011 and covers the period 2011 to 2020. However, the lists of Priority Species and Habitats agreed under the UKBAP still form the basis of much biodiversity work in the...
	A1.6. Priority Species and Habitats identified under the UKBAP are also referred to as Species and Habitats of Principal Importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England and Wales within Sections 41 (England) and 42 (Wales) of the Natural En...
	National Planning Policy
	A1.7. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 27th March 2012 and sets out the Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.  It replaces all the Planning Policy Statements and Guidance (PP...
	A1.8. Paragraph 14 states that:
	"At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development, which should be seen as a golden thread running through both plan-making and decision-taking."
	A1.9. Under the 12 'Core Planning Principles' within the NPPF, those of relevance to nature conservation state that planning should:
	"contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution. Allocations of land for development should prefer land of lesser environmental value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework;
	encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been previously developed (brownfield land), provided that it is not of high environmental value; and
	promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that some open land can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, flood risk mitigation, carbon storage, or food...
	A1.10. Section 11 of the NPPF (paragraphs 109 to 125) considers the conservation and enhancement of the natural environment.
	A1.11. Paragraph 109 states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment through inter alia recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; minimising impacts on biodiversity; and providing net gain...
	A1.12. Paragraph 113 states that Local Plans should set criteria based policies against which proposals for development on or affecting wildlife sites should be judged and that distinctions should be made between the hierarchy of international, nation...
	A1.13. Paragraph 114 states that Local Authorities should plan positively for creation, protection, enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure.
	A1.14. To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity, Paragraph 117 states that planning policies should:
	"plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale across local authority boundaries;
	identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them and areas identified...
	promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable indicators for monitoring biod...
	aim to prevent harm to geological conservation interests; and
	where Nature Improvement Areas are identified in Local Plans, consider specifying the types of development that may be appropriate in these Areas"
	A1.15. When determining planning applications, Paragraph 118 states that local planning authorities should aim to conserve and enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles:
	"if significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused;
	proposed development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest likely to have an adverse effect on a Site of Special Scientific Interest (either individually or in combination with other developments) should not normally be permi...
	development proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should be permitted;
	opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around developments should be encouraged;
	planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits ...
	the following wildlife sites should be given the same protection as European sites:
	potential Special Protection Areas and possible Special Areas of Conservation;
	listed or proposed Ramsar sites; and
	sites identified, or required, as compensatory measures for adverse effects on European sites, potential Special Protection Areas, possible Special Areas of Conservation, and listed or proposed Ramsar sites."
	A1.16. Paragraph 119 states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development in Paragraph 14 does not apply in relation development requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds or Habitats Directives.
	A1.17. Paragraph 125 states that planning policies and decisions should limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on nature conservation by encouraging good design.
	A1.18. ODPM Circular 06/05 was prepared to accompany PPS9, however continues to be valid, and material in the consideration of planning applications since PPS9's replacement by the NPPF.
	A1.19. ODPM Circular 06/05 provides guidance on applying legislation in relation to nature conservation and planning in England.  Part I considers the legal protection and conservation of internationally designated sites (namely candidate Special Area...
	A1.20. Part III considers the protection of habitats and species outside of designated areas (particularly UK Biodiversity Action Plan species and habitats, which it states are capable of being a material consideration in the preparation of local deve...
	A1.21. Part IV considers species protected by law and states that the presence of a protected species is a material consideration in the consideration of a development proposal that, if carried out, would be likely to result in harm to the species or ...
	Local Planning Policy
	Stroud District Local Plan, November 2015, Stroud District Council
	Delivery Policy ES6: Providing for Biodiversity and Geodiversity
	A1.22. European Sites Development will safeguard and protect all sites of European and Global importance, designated as Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar sites. Development must not result in significant adve...
	A1.23. With specific regard to recreational impacts, the Council will use core catchment zones that identify potential impact areas which extend beyond the relevant European site itself. Development proposals within such areas will take account of any...
	National Sites
	A1.24. Nationally important sites, including Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and National Nature Reserves (NNR), will be safeguarded from development, unless the benefits of the development can be demonstrated to outweigh the identified na...
	Local Sites
	A1.25. Local sites, including Local Nature Reserves (LNR), Key Wildlife Sites (KWS) and Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) will be safeguarded from development, unless the benefits of the development outweigh the nature ...
	New Development and the Natural Environment
	A1.26. All new development will be required to conserve and enhance the natural environment, including all sites of biodiversity or geodiversity value (whether or not they have statutory protection) and all legally protected or priority habitats and s...
	Protected Species
	A1.27. Development proposals that would adversely affect European Protected Species (EPS) or Nationally Protected Species will not be supported, unless appropriate safeguarding measures can be provided (which may include brownfield or previously devel...
	A1.28. Development should seek where appropriate to enhance and expand the District’s tree and woodland resource.
	A1.29. Development that would result in the unacceptable loss of, or damage to, or threaten the continued well-being of protected trees, hedgerows, community orchards, veteran trees or woodland (including those that are not protected but are considere...
	A1.30. Where the loss of trees is considered acceptable, adequate replacement provision will be required that utilise species that are in sympathy with the character of the existing tree species in the locality and the site.
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